recognised at the eleventh CBD COP held in Hyderabad in late 2012, at which the parties acknowledged the need to specifically strengthen and enhance synergies between the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the CBD, so as to implement them in a coherent and mutually supportive way (Decision XI/6, XI/16 and XI/19). In the context of REDD and REDD+, the parties proposed the introduction of relevant safeguards to aid developing countries reduce the potential negative impacts associated with these initiatives. These impacts include deforestation and forest degradation to areas of lower carbon value and higher biodiversity value, and their potential negative associated consequences for indigenous and local communities (Decision XI/19). Calls were additionally made to note the significant gaps in the understanding of the impacts of climate-related geoengineering on biodiversity and the lack of science-based, global, transparent and effective legal mechanisms to control and regulate it (Decision XI/20 The final part of the book contains two chapters under the heading 'Solutions from Science and Technology'. In the first, Thomas explores how to promote connectivity through the law in the context of marine protected areas in the Northern Pacific. In the concluding chapter of the book, Outhwaite considers the role of biosecurity in preventing and mitigating the impacts of climate change and biodiversity loss.
As should be evident from the above very brief survey of the content of the book, it is vast in its substantive breadth and rich in its diversity of approach and perspective. This is naturally one of its strength but as with many books comprising of compilations of published conference papers, it may simultaneously constitute one of its weaknesses in that it lacks a certain structural logic, substantive cohesion and common tone. Editors of such publications are often tasked with the unenviable role of selecting, compiling and harmonising contributions they receive as best they can, and the editors of the current book have done well to ensure that many of the substantive areas canvassed in the book closely match the issues currently being debated and negotiated in relevant international forums. These issues include: mechanisms to promote alignment between the CBD and UNFCCC; debates about the merits and safeguards necessary for implementing REDD and REDD+ initiatives; human rights considerations which come to the fore in the biodiversity/climate change interface -particularly around indigenous peoples and local communities; connectivity conservation; and the crucial role of land-use planning in the context of both biodiversity conservation and climate change mitigation and adaptation.
As noted by the Editors in their Introduction, this book does not seek to 'provide the final answer' to the question of how best to promote legal linkages between biodiversity and climate change regulation at the international, national and local levels. It rather constitutes a 'contribution to the debate', illustrating that the 'law adapts slowly to change' and that 'innovative approaches need to be adopted … to ensure that biodiversity is not depleted, that climate change is not expedited and that the less fortunate do not suffer'. In this vein the book provides a valuable contribution to the emerging discourse. To conclude in the rather poetic and powerful words of one of the contributing authors, Gloria Ramos, the 'powerful vase of remedies' afforded by the law 'will remain empty unless citizens fill it to the brim
